Neovascularization of transplanted central nervous tissue suspensions: an immunohistochemical study with laminin.
Neovascularization of the dissociated central nervous tissue transplanted into the lateral ventricle of the rat was studied using laminin immunohistochemistry. A very high immunoreactive response to laminin was demonstrated in the presumably newly formed vessels within the transplants and the graft-host borders. The growing tips and fine spike-like sprouts called 'streamers' were also highly stained with laminin immunoreactivity. In contrast, laminin immunoreactivity was negligible in the vessels in the host brain. Therefore, these results indicate that laminin may be utilized as a marker for the newly formed vessels in neural transplantations.